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President’s Message

Dear Colleagues,

It is my pleasure to serve you as president of KSMA. As I assume my duties as President, I look for-
ward to continuing to represent you at national and regional conferences. I also look forward to more
trips to district meetings where I have renewed old friendships and made new ones as well. As I travel
across the state it is exciting to see what a wonderful job the Library Media Specialists are doing in our
schools.

In an ever changing world of technology, our duties are simultaneously easier and more challenging.
Our professional organization provides both the training and opportunity to share and learn these new
and exciting technologies. Whether it is wikis, blogs, pod casts, or other new technologies, the Media
Specialists are in the forefront.

Kentucky is leading the way in the field of library services. We need to continue to strive to provide the
best services we can for our students and staff at our schools. What better way to accomplish this
than to continue your professional development by being a member in your professional organization.
By becoming active at both the local, district, state and national levels you not only expand your level
of knowledge and understanding but provide guidance to others as well. Let me encourage you to get
active.

If I can be of any assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.

Fred Tilsley LMS
Sand Gap Elementary
fred.tilsley@jackson.kyschools.us

KLA gets a percentage from all
sales at Amazon.com and Bar-
nes & Noble when you click on
their links on the KLA page. Go
to http://www.kylibasn.org/
and start shopping!




And the winners are...

2008 KSMA Award of Merit

Sharyon Shartzer, retired Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, Grayson County Pub-
lic Schools, was the recent recipient of the Kentucky School Media Association Award of Merit. An-
nounced at the KLA/KSMA Conference on October 4, 2008 in Louisville, the Award of Merit is given
each year to someone who through individual leadership has advocated effective school library media
services in meaningful educational partners. This award recognizes the responsible and influential role
of those other than local school building administrators in developing successful school library media
programs.

During her tenure in Grayson County Public Schools, Mrs. Shartzer wore many hats through the years
with 30+ years in education - as a language arts teacher, principal, and most recently, Assistant Super-
intendent for Curriculum and Instruction. She was a hardworking advocate of the library media center
and brought 4 elementary and middle school librarians together to write a successful grant awarding
the county over $300,000. This grant allowed the implementation of new programs such as Mother/
Daughter, Father/Son, and Faculty/Staff Book Clubs. She also promoted consistent curriculum through-
out the district and collaboration of librarians on a regular basis, provided guidance to librarians and
worked hard to publicize the LMS program and accomplishments to the Board of Education and the
entire community.

ot

2008 KSMA Service Award for School Administrators

This year's winner of the KSMA Service Award for School Administrators is Kim Banta, the principal of
Dixie Heights High School in Crestview Hills, KY. She was nominated by her former LMS Melissa Gard-
ner.

Ms. Banta set two goals for the library media program when she started at Dixie. She watned the li-
brary to be state of the art and she wanted it to be a place students would visit to read for pleasure.
Even better, she backed up those goals with technology and money for books. She is a strong sup-
porter of innovative library media centers, which earned the respect of the committee members.
Selection committee: Laura Yonkin, Chair with Lisa Hughes and Darlah Zweifel




ore winners

Eleanor Simmons Award Winners

Andrea Parson - Columbia, KY and Sydney Travis - Louisville, KY

Andrea wrote on her application that she absolutely loves literature and teaching and it will be wonderful
to continue her career in an area she finds so much joy and pleasure in. She is attending Western Ken-
tucky University, focusing on library media and educational technology implementation.

Sydney is taking online classes from Montana State University in order to complete the requirements for
library media certification. She is currently an elementary teacher in Jefferson County but is looking
forward to soon being a school librarian. Sydney’s mother and sister are school librarians so it is only
natural that she follows their lead.

Andrea and Sydney won $500.00 each to help with their educational expenses.

Technology Award Winners

The Donna Hornsby Joint Technology Award is given in memory of our friend and colleague, Donna
Hornsby who was a leader in technology in school media centers. It is awarded to a library media spe-
cialist and classroom teacher for an outstanding collaboration integrating technology. This year’s re-
cipients were Emily Damron Northcutt and Leigh Ann Scott from LeGrande Elementary. Their project
involved using blogging and PhotoStory 3 to help encourage students to read. Not only did students
blog about the books they were reading, but they also created their own movie trailers based upon the
books they read.

The first ever KSMA Outstanding Library Media WebPage Award was given to Beth Jones, LMS and Kim
Hall, STC of Shelby County High School. Competition was tough and the judging was very close. All of
the entries were outstanding. It was great to see so many media centers being promoted through the
web.

The Outstanding Technology Student Award winner this year was Shelby Jones from Fulton Independ-
ent. Shelby is a member of the school’s STLP program and is a go-to person for all aspects of technol-
ogy. One of his accomplishments highlighted in his nomination was directing, filming, and performing




Winners, continued




District News

Third District

Past President Debby Roddy reported on our fall meeting at the Sept. meeting. I would like to reiterate
that the Kentucky Humanities Council’s Chautauqua presentations were excellent: Clarissa Hurt, as
Carrie McGavock, and Greg Grey, as Benjamin Franklin, presented excellent vignettes of their charac-
ters.

Melissa Groves received our $500 scholarship in honor of Ms. Evelyn Thurman.

Third District Media Specialists were reminded to publish their activities and events in the media and
also to inform their superintendents, central office staff, and school boards.

Paula Clark, President

Jefferson County

Jefferson County had its fall meeting on October 23, 2008 at The Bristol on Main after a reception and
tour at the Kentucky Arts and Crafts Museum, also located on Main St. The museum has many beautiful
and fun Marvin Finn art pieces. Another area has many tapestry and quilts that are part of their tradi-
tional and functional art display. I heard many comments about the great venue and great food served
at the Bristol on Main.

The winner of the 2008, $600 Lucy Marx Scholarship is Deborah Connelly. Ms. Connelly is a teacher at
Bloom Elementary in Jefferson County Public Schools. She has demonstrated her leadership by serving
as Technology Coordinator and her grade level team's leader. She is also a member of the Communi-
cations Committee and the Instructional Leadership Team at Bloom. She is currently pursuing her Mas-
ter of Education in Library Media Education at Western KY University.

Our Holiday Tea has been scheduled for Monday, December 8 at St. Matthews Elementary. Members
will be bringing new books for donation to the Ella Roberts Reading Program at the Presbyterian Com-
munity Center at 701 South Hancock Street in Louisville.

Check out our great new website that continues to grow and improve. http://www.jcsma.org

Marilyn Massey, President




District News

First District

The First District Library Association held its fall meeting on September 11th. Several members were in
attendance for a dinner and networking at Max’s Brick Oven Café in Paducah. KSMA President, Fred
Tilsley, also attended the meeting to provide members with information on upcoming KSMA events,
such as Summer Refresher. After the meeting, members attended a screening of October Skies at
Maiden Alley Cinema in Paducah. This screening provided the kick-off for a One Book, One Campus,
One Community event based on Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam. Several FDLA members served on the
committee that organized the One Book, One Campus, One Community event.

Due to later testing schedules, this year's McNet Conference is not being held. Therefore, FDLA will be
hosting a dinner meeting for its spring meeting instead of the traditional lunch meeting at the McNet
Conference. More information about the spring meeting will be sent in February.

Jennifer A. Wetzel, NBCT

Upper Cumberland

The Laurel County Library Media Specialists hosted the annual UCEA Fall meeting on Friday, Oct. 19,
2008 at the Laurel County Public Library in London. The theme was “stepping out of the library.” After
registration, we were welcomed by Laurel County’s director of Elementary Education, Jane Gabbard.
Donna Travillion spoke with us about budget cuts and documenting extended day activities. Then,
Henry Luther Dowell presented his drama program details. Later we heard from Tammy Elza and her
wildlife program. Next, our vendors spoke about their products and we had vendor time. After lunch
we were treated to a presentation by “Dr. Book Love”, an open idea-sharing session and our board
meeting. We now begin planning our spring meeting.

Darlene Bowling, past president







