SEARCH

SEARCH is a purchased activity design to teach the basic reference skills through a hands-on and problem solving approach to fourth and fifth graders.  It is a set of 31 questions for each the dictionary, the encyclopedia, the atlas, KYVL and the world almanac.  


The questions are in packets of 10 or 11.  The packets (SEARCH I) are organized according to the specific reference tool.  For example, each group of students will work on a packet that has questions that may be answered using just the dictionary, the encyclopedia, the atlas, KYVL or the world almanac.   


This activity was added to the library program because even when research activities were assigned by the teachers, the students often did not learn some of the basic features of the tools. While not always an authentic situation this activity does give students opportunities to practice those skills which assist them in developing information seeking skills that promotes a community of life long learners.

The classroom teacher may schedule whole class participation and in that case will need to remain with the class. The media specialist and the classroom teacher use questioning strategies to assist the students in learning to think through the process of finding the answer.  The classroom teacher may also choose to use this activity as a part of the literacy center rotation and will set up and introduction and practice period and then small group times for practice, as well as assessment measures with the LMS. 
