Give YOUR Students a Voice!
Promoting the Kentucky Bluegrass Award Program in your Library or Classroom
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Presented by Michelle Lemmon,

Model Lab School, Library Media Specialist, Fall 2006

Reasons for Promoting KBA

· It is WONDERFUL!

· I love it!

· My students love it!

· It encourages independent reading!

· It has the potential to “hook” kids with a book that is not only good, but RELEVANT to their lives.

· It makes it easier for students to find really good books quickly.

· It includes the most recent, highest quality children’s literature

· Having a new list of 15 really good, new books makes my job easier!

· New lists can be given to Homeroom teachers, content area teachers, and parents each year!

· Your decisions for integrating these books in to the curriculum is supported by a state organization.

· It gives YOUR students a VOICE!

· Many other students across the state are voting for their favorite nominee each year, let your students’ votes be counted!

Ways to Promote KBA

· KBA Shelf

· Labeling KBA Nominees and Winners

· Create Bulletin Boards

· Link to Web Site

· Create Newsletters

· Focus on KBA at Book Fairs
KBA Book Shelf
· Designate a special place for this year’s current nominees and last year’s winners in your classroom or Library.

· Use scanned and printed images of covers as shadows for easy reference, accessibility, and advertisement

· Students can look on the same shelf all through the year, and year after year to always find a great book!

(In Model's Library I have the K-2 and 3-5 grade categories of nominees on the same shelf.  I have the winners of last year's awards on the top of the shelf.  And I have copies of the master lists of each category on the top of the shelf.  On the other side of the same shelf I display the 6-8 category nominees and 9-12 category nominees.  There is copy of the cover on each side of the shadow card behind the winners from last year so that the winners’ covers can be viewed from each side of the shelf.)
Label each KBA Nominee and Winner
· Marking each nominee and winner guarantees that information is always available, long after the year that the book is a nominee or winner.

· Spine labels and color coding helps to distinguish the nominees from others on the shelf.

· In Model’s Library, I use a different color for each category: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12.

· Denoting the year on the spine label gives students the specific year the book was a nominee.

· KBA Award Medals can denote winners!

Bulletin Boards in the Library or Classroom and through out the School
· A visual representation of the books’ covers help make students more familiar with each of the titles.

· Display nominees during the first months of school, especially during Orientations, Open Houses, and Literacy Nights

· Use scanned images of nominee covers with short descriptions of each.

KBA Links on Web Site
· Link the KBA Web Site to your Library or Classroom Web Site.

· Provide links to the master lists

· Add any information, such as newsletters.

KBA Newsletter

· Distribute at Open Houses, Library Classes, Orientations, and Literacy/Literature Nights
· Link to or publish on Web Site
· Have Copies Available in the Library
KBA at Book Fairs!
· Scholastic Book Fairs will send extra copies of State Award Books at your request and special signs for that table

· Use Profit $ and/or Reward Points for

· Giving complimentary books to teachers for participating (Label as KBA Nominee)

· Giving complimentary books as Door Prizes for Family Events (Label as KBA Nominee)

Label Complimentary Books
· Use Spine Labels

· Identifies the book now and later!

· Advertises KBA and your Library or Class!

DON’T WAIT, IMPLEMENT KBA PROGRAM NOW!

· Implement KBA in the ways that work best for you and your students.

· It can be an evolutionary process!
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