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Elemementary Book Reviews
Judy Freeman’s Suggested Reading List
Books Kids Will Sit Still For, Book 3: A Read Aloud Guide/ by Judy Freeman.

Libraries Unlimited (April, 2006) (Paperback) ISBN: 1591581648  $45.00
Excellent resource for teachers and school library media specialist.  Titles and curriculum tie ins using books that have been published in the last 10 years.  
Bella At Midnight/ by Diane Stanley

Harper Collins Children’s Books (April, 2006) (Hardcover) 
ISBN: 0060775734  $15.99

Refashioned Cinderella story as told through several voices in the book. It is a tale of intrique with touches of magic and romance set during the middle ages. Bella is a pro-active hero.  The story is full of suspense and is well researched.

Dooby Dooby Moo/ by Doreen Cronin 
Simon & Schuster Children’s Books (Due out in August, 06) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0689845073 $16.95
Duck and his friends are at it again.  They are pooling their resources to win a local talent show, because first prize is a TRAMPOLINE. Crooners, dancers, wild singers all perform to create this wonderful story promising lots of giggles and entertainment.

Gossamer/  by Lois Lowry


Walter Lorraine Books (April, 2006) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0618685502

Where do dreams come from?  This wonderful story of how Littlest One who questions everyone and everything explains what and how dreams come from.  Wonderful story.

John, Paul, George, and Ben/by Lane Smith


Hyperion Books for Children (April, 2006) (Hardcover) 

ISBN: 078648936  $16.99

This story pays tribute to the “Fab Four” Founding Fathers: John Hancock, Paul Revere, George Washington, and Ben Franklin.  Charming history picture book introducing children to the freedom loving foursome who stretch the rules.

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane/by Kate DiCamillo; Bagram Ibatoulline ill.     (See: 2007 KBA 3-5 Master List)
Candlewick (February 14, 2006 (Hardcover) ISBN: 0763625892 $18.99

Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl who loves him and travels across the country, acquiring new owners and listening to their hopes, dreams, and histories.

The Most Perfect Spot/ by Diane Goode


Harper Collins Children’s Books (May, 2006) (Hardcover)  

ISBN: 0060726970 $16.99

Jack knows the perfect spot to take his mother for a picnic.  The park, of course.  The park filled with quacking ducks, high stepping horses, frisky dogs, and yakety-yacking people.  This is a funny story of how their day at the park unfolds.  Repeat of phrase “who knows best”. The biggest and best surprise is saved for last.
Toys Go Out: Being The Adventures Of A Knowledgeable Stingray, A Toughy Little Buffalo and Someone Called Plastic /by Emily Jenkins; Paul O. Zelinsky ill.

Schwartz and Wade Books (Due out in September, 06) (Hardcover)
ISBN: 0375836047  $16.95

Lumphy is a stuffed buffalo. SingRay is a stuffed stingray. And Plastic... well, Plastic isn't quite sure what she is. They all belong to the Little Girl who lives on the high bed with the fluffy pillows. Together is best for these three best friends. With all the appeal of a classic, here are six linked stories form Emily Jenkins, and illustrated by Caldecott winning Paul O. Zelinsky that showcase the unforgettable adventures--and misadventures-- of three extraordinary friends. 

2007 K-2 Kentucky Bluegrass Award Master List
http://kba.nku.edu/lists

Cameleon Cameleon/Joy Cowley; Nic Bishop ill


Scholastic Press (April 1, 2005) (Hardcover) 

ISBN: 0439666538  $16.95

Experience close-up the many moods (and colors) of chameleons.  One brave chameleon ventures from the safety of his tree in search of a new home.  On his journey, he meets other rain forest animals, not all of  them friendly! Alas, the new tree he chooses is already home to another chameleon.  She dons her aggressive coloring until she’s sure that the visitor is friend, not foe. . .

I Ain’t Gonna Paint No More!/Karen Beaumont; David Catrow ill.

Publisher: Harcourt Children’s Books (2005) (Hardcover) ISBN:0152024883 $16.00

In the rhyme of a familiar folk song, a child cannot resist adding one more dab of paint in surprising places.
Leaf Man/Lois Ehlert

Harcourt Children’s Books (September 1, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN:0152053042  $16.00

A man made of leaves blows away, traveling wherever the wind may take him. On die-cut pages.

Stars Beneath Your Bed: The Surprising Story of Dust/April Pulley Sayre; Ann Jonas ill.


Greenwillow; 1st edition (April 1, 2005) (Hardcover)

ISBN: 0060571888  $ 15.99
Explains the origins of dust, what dust is, and how dust shows up in the world.

Weaving a Rainbow/George Ella Lyon; Stephanie Anderson ill


Atheneum/Richard Jackson Books (March 2, 2004) (Hardcover)


ISBN: 0689851693  $16.95

An artist raises sheep, shears them, cards and spins the wool, dyes it, and then weaves a colorful picture of the Kentucky Pasture where her lambs were born.

White Is For Blueberry/George Shannon; Laura Dronzek ill.


Greenwillow (April1, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 006029275X


$15.99

Encourages the reader to look at objects in nature from another perspective, observing their colors in a new way.
You Read To Me, I’ll Read to You: Very Short Mother Goose Tales To Read Together/Mary Ann Hoberman; Michael Emberley ill.


Megan Tingley; 1st edition (September, 2005) (Hardcover) 

ISBN: 0316144312  $16.99

Fourteen favorite Mother Goose tales in very short tellings, told in two voices to allow reading together.

2007 3-5 Kentucky Bluegrass Award Master List
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Becoming Naomi Leon/by Pam Munoz Ryan

Scholastic Press (September 1, 2004) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0439269695  $16.95

When Naomi’s absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico with her great-grandmother and younger brother in search of her father.

How to Be the Funniest Kid In The Whole Wide World (Or Just In Your Class)/Jay Leno; S.B. Whitehead ill.

Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing (September 27, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 1416906312  $12.95

Filled with mini-routines, Knock-knock jokes, silly questions, and animal jokes, this guide to learning humor provides young readers with a collection of raw material suitable for parties and playground alike.

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane/Kate Dicamillo; Bagram Ibatoulline ill.

Candlewick (February 14, 2006) (Hardcover) ISBN:0763625892  $18.99

Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl who adores him and travels across the country, acquiring new owners and listening to their hopes, dreams, and histories.

The Penderwicks:A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, And A Very Interesting Boy/Jeanne Birdsall

Knopf Books for Young Readers (June 14, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0375831436  $15.95

While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dismay of his snobbish mother.

Rainbow Soup: Adventures In Poetry/Brian P. Cleary; Neal Layton ill.


Carolrhoda Books (February 2004) (Hardcover) ISBN: 157505597X


$16.95


An introduction to poetry that uses humorous poems, illustrations, and annotations to clarify terms and explain different types of poems, such as macaronic verse, concrete poems, and limericks.

Reply/Sharon Creech

Joanna Colter (September 27, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0060540192 $15.99

While preparing for a role in the school play, twelve-year-old Leo finds an autobiography that his father wrote as a teenager and ponders the ways people change as they grow up.  
Shirley’s  Picks

Fancy Nancy/Jane O’Connor; Robin Preiss Glasser ill.
Harper Collins Children’s Books (December, 2005) (Hardcover)  ISBN: 0060542098  $15.99 Ages 4-9

Meet Nancy as she tries to help her family understand how to be fancy and use a very posh vocabulary.

Good Boy, Fergus!/David Shannon

Scholastic (March, 2006) (Hardcover) ISBN:0439490278  $15.99  Ages 2-6

Although readers have to look closely to find him, David Shannon's family dog, Fergus, puts in an Alfred Hitchcock-styled cameo appearance in all of the author's bestselling picture books. Now the willful little Westie gets star billing in his own story, a charming canine caper that captures the essence of this highly independent terrier breed. 

Lilly’s Big Day/Kevin Henkes


Harper Collins Children’s Books  (March, 2006) (Hardcover)
ISBN: 0060742364  $16.99 Ages 4-7

It is an encore return for our diminutive star of Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse as she is her usual self in this delightful story about a wedding, a flower girl, and a very happy day.

Rhyme and Punishment:Adventure in Wordplay/Brian P. Cleary; J.P. Sandy ill.


Lerner Publishers ( March, 2006) (Hardcover) 

ISBN: 1575058499  $15.95

Facts and visual cues help to decode the meaning of the puns.

You Read to Me, I’ll Read to YouVery Short Stories to Read Together/Mary Ann Hoberman  Michael Emberley ill.
Little, Brown and Company (Hardcover)(2001) ISBN:0316363502  $16.99

Wonderful book to read together with a group of children.

You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You:Very Short Fairy Tales To Read Together/Mary Ann Hoberman


Little, Brown and Company (May 2004) (Hardcover)

ISBN: 0316146110  $16.95
Great book to read together or present to a class of students about fairy tales.
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