KBA Nominated Books

Grades 6-8

(2006-2007)
Avalon High/Meg Cabot--HarperCollins (December 27, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0060755865 $16.99 
If you’re a fan of Meg Cabot, this is right up your alley!  Knights of the round table, a twist of historical fiction, but still with Meg Cabot’s wit and humor.  AVALON HIGH tells the story of Ellie, a high school junior who moves to a new school -- Avalon High -- where several students may or may not be reincarnations of King Arthur and his court.  Believe it or not, boys, this is a Meg Cabot book you might even like!

Bras & Broomsticks/Sarah Mlynowski -- Delacorte Books for Young Readers (February 22, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0385731817 $15.95 
Ever wish you were a witch – one twitch of the nose and your life would be perfect?  What if you knew somebody who could make that happen – like your little sister?  Living in New York City with her mother and her younger sister, Miri, fourteen-year-old Rachel tries to persuade Miri, who has recently become a witch, to help her become popular at school and to try to stop their divorced father's wedding.  Super story with some supernatural thrown in.  Miri and Rachel battle the problems of many teenage girls at home and at school.  Don’t forget, there’s a new sequel, FROGS AND FRENCH KISSES! 

Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two/Joseph Bruchac--
Dial (March 17, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0803729219 $16.99 

I know you’ve all read books about the World War II and the Holocaust.  This book tells you a wonderful story from a completely different angle.  After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.  Awesome narrative of the Navajo Marines (much different than the Nicholas Cage movie about the same topic!).
Death Mountain/Sherry Shahan --Peachtree (August 3, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 1561453536 $15.95 
How long could you survive in the wilderness on your own?  No television, no video games, no McDonald’s right around the corner?  While traveling to visit the mother she has not heard from in almost a year, Erin and another teenage girl become lost in the rugged Sierra Nevada Mountains and must struggle for six days to survive. Super adventure – very similar to Will Hobbs and Gary Paulsen books.  Even though the main character is a girl – guys will like it, too.
Defiance/Valerie Hobbs --Farrar, Straus and Giroux (BYR) (July 14, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0374308470 $16.00 
Every one of you probably knows someone who has struggled with cancer.  Eleven-year-old Toby has lived with this terrible disease most of his life.  In between treatments, Toby’s parents decide to rent a house in the country to “get away.” Bored to tears and constantly hovered over by his adoring mother, Toby stumbles upon Blossom, an old cow, who leads him to Pearl, an elderly poet with a unique outlook on life.  Surprisingly, Toby learns some important lessons about living and dying from Pearl and her wonderful old cow.  Great little book – might need a Kleenex!
Do You Know The Monkey Man?/Dori H. Butler -- Peachtree (March 18, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 1561453404 $14.95 
Samantha wonders if her dad just dropped off the face of the earth.  Ten years ago, he left after her twin sister died in a boating accident that her mother believed was his fault.  Determined to find him, thirteen-year-old Samantha begins to believe that the twin sister who supposedly died when they were three years old is still alive. Great mystery – you won’t be able to stop reading until you figure this one out!
Flush/Carl Hiaasen -- Knopf Books for Young Readers (September 13, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0375821821 $16.95 
If you liked the book HOOT, you’ll like Carl Hiaasen’s newest book, too. With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the protected waters around their Florida Keys home. Hiaasen, who grew up in Florida and still lives there, actually writes a column for the Miami Herald.  Once again, he throws in humor and a sense of urgency to keep you reading.  Great characters – you’ll feel like you know them personally by the end of the book!
Not Exactly Normal/by Devin Brown – Eerdmans Books for Young Readers (September 15, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0802852831 $15.00 
This book was written by a Kentucky author, Devin Brown, who lives in Lexington.  Todd is a sixth-grader at St. Luke's Episcopal School in rural New England who thinks that every thing around him is “not exactly normal” -- his hometown, his school, and especially his 6th grade teacher, Mr. Phillips.  Unfortunately, Todd thinks he’s “normal” – average, nothing special.  When Todd is assigned a history project, he chooses the topic “mystical experiences,” leading him on a journey he never dreamed possible.  This book starts out a little slow – don’t give up – awesome ending!
Red Kayak/Priscilla Cummings -- Dutton Juvenile; [1st ed.] edition (September 27, 2004) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0525473173 $15.99 
Ever have a good friend make a bad decision that hurt other people?  Did you tell anybody about it – should you?  Thirteen-year-old Brady Parks is a local hero with a tough decision on his hands.  When a toddler drowns in a kayak accident on Maryland's Eastern Shore, Brady and his best friends J.T. and Digger become entangled in a tragedy which tests their friendship and their ideas about right and wrong.  This is one of those books that’ll make you think, “What would I have done?”
Secrets Of A Civil War Submarine: Solving The Mysteries Of The H. L. Hunley/
Sally M. Walker -- Carolrhoda Books (January 2005) (Library Binding) ISBN: 1575058308 $18.95 
Don’t back away from this book because it looks “too technical.”  It’s the unbelievable story of the H.L. Hunley – the first submarine in history to actually sink an enemy ship – and it happened in 1864 during the Civil War!  This book is includes interesting details on the construction, the mysterious sinking, the recovery of the submarine in 1995, and the remarkable restoration of this priceless piece of history. 

Septimus Heap, Book One: Magyk/Angie Sage; Mark Zug ill. -- Katherine Tegen Books (March 15, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0060577312 $16.99 
Infants mysteriously switched at birth, spell casting, dastardly villains and wizards – it’s all here – exciting fantasy and adventure.  Septimus Heap is the seventh son of the seventh son – gifted in every way -- stolen the night he is born by a midwife who claims he died.  Oddly, Septimus’s father finds a newborn girl abandoned in the snow on the same night he believes he lost his son, takes this baby in, and raises her as his own – not knowing she is actually a princess. Quick, easy reading which will keep you on the edge of your seat.  Book Two--FLYTE is now available!
Small Steps/Louis Sachar 

Delacorte Books for Young Readers (January 10, 2006) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0385733143 $16.95 

Ever wonder what happened to the characters from the book HOLES?  This book will let you catch up on the lives of Armpit and X-Ray.  Trying to turn his life around, Armpit is still digging holes, but this time for a landscaper in his hometown.  Things get interesting when X-Ray shows up with a plan to make some easy money scalping concert tickets. Armpit reluctantly goes along with X-Ray’s plan, finds romance along the way, gets involved in a murder attempt, and becomes a hero in the end.  Super story-telling by Sachar – you feel like you’re living Armpit’s life as you read!
Weedflower/Cynthia Kadohata -- Atheneum (March 28, 2006) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0689865740 $16.95 
Imagine going to a classmate’s birthday party, only to be “uninvited” because of your nationality?  That’s exactly what happened to Sumiko because she was Japanese. When the United States was attacked by Japan at Pearl Harbor, all people with Japanese ancestry living in America were sent to internment camps in the U.S. Twelve-year-old Sumiko and her family are relocated from their flower farm in southern California to an internment camp on a Mojave Indian reservation in Arizona. Once there, Sumiko survives by planting a flower garden filled with the colorful and spicy-smelling weedflowers they farmed at home.  When she meets Frank, a Mohave boy, she finds that the Japanese are not the only ones suffering.  From the author of Newbery winner, KIRA-KIRA -- a powerful historical fiction book. 

Where the Great Hawk Flies/Liza Ketchum -- Clarion Books (August 15, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0618400850 $16.00 
Historical fiction at its best!  This book is based on the author’s family history.  She includes historical notes that really help you understand the story.  You’ll love the characters in this book – Hiram and Daniel, two boys from completely different backgrounds. Years after a violent New England raid by the Redcoats and their Revolutionary War Indian allies, Hiram’s white family moves across the field from Daniel’s family -- one with an Indian mother and Patriot father. Immediately, prejudice and trauma explodes based on past experiences, and the two boys learn that it is up to the younger generation to settle their differences.  
A Wreath for Emmett Till/Marilyn Nelson; Philippe Lardy ill. -- Houghton Mifflin (April 4, 2005) (Hardcover) ISBN: 0618397523 $17.00 
Chilling book of fifteen interlinked sonnets which pay tribute to Emmett Till -- a fourteen-year-old African American boy who was lynched in Mississippi in 1955 for whistling at a white woman. Wonderful book that ties in Emmett’s tragic tale with other human tragedies such as 911 and the Holocaust.  Emotional – well worth your time.  This is one book that you might want to read the ending first – back of the book gives insight from the author and illustrator about the book, along with the correct history of Emmett Till.
